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1. ----------- is the first Syriachymnographer, the composer of 150 hymns. 
A) Bardaisan   B) Harmonius 
C) Philip    D) Arius 
 

2. Who is known as a “The Orator of the Syrians’? 
A) Narsai    B) Jacob of Serugh  
C) Ephrem   D) Balai 
 

3. Twenty out of seventy two hymns of “CarminaNisibena” were written by Ephrem 
at --------- 
A) Edessa    B) Nisibis  
C) Izla    D) Mosul 

 
4. The mimre of Jacob of Serugh are edited and published by 
 A) T. Kollamparampil  B) Bou Mansour  

C) Paul Bedjan   D) Louis Hage 
 
5. Tetra Syllabic poems were introduced by  
 A) Bardaisan   B) Arius  

C) Mani    D) Harmonius 
 
6. Balaite metre is  
 A) Octasyllabic   B) Hexasyallbic    

C) Pentasyllabic   D) Tetrasyallbic 
 
7. The mimre of Narsai were edited and published in 1905 by 
 A) Paul Bedjan   B) David Lane  

C) K. Mc. Vey   D) A. Mingana 
 

8. ---------- provided the inspiration for the Byzantine syllabic hymn ‘Kontakion’ 
 A)    B) ܪ    

C) ܬ    D)  

 
9. The Syriac poet who wrote  ܪ   against the teachings of Mani, Marcion and 

Bardaisan 
 A) Cyrillona   B) Abdisho   

C) Balai    D) Ephrem 
 

10. is 
  A) Verse homily   B) Odes of Solomon  
       C) Syriac Gospels  D) Dialogue poem 
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11. This is actually a genre which goes back to ancient Mesopotamia, from where we 
have examples in both Sumerian and Akkadian 

 A)    B) ܪ    

C) ܬ    D)  

 
12. Odes of Solomon is a group of ….short lyric poems 

A) 42    B) 40 
 C) 30    D) 32 
 

13. The origin of the popular genre of short poems known as is associated with 
 A) Balai    B) Peter of Kallinikos  
      C) Simeon, the potter  D) Solomon of Bosra 

 
14. The west syriac Jacob of Serugh and east syriacNarsai are famous for their    

 A)    B) ܪ    

C) ܬ    D)  
 

15. Syriac poetry falls into two main categories, stanzaiac and non-stanzaic verse; the  
former is known under the general title of 

 A)    B) ܪ    

C) ܬ    D)  

 
16. The metre of Jacob of Serugh is  

       A) 5+5    B) 7+7        
C) 12+12                         D) 6+6 

 
17. In the west syriac musical tradition … imparts the knowledge of its hymns, songs 

andtheir arrangement 
A) Beth gazo   B) Zmirotho  
      C) Hulala D) Kintho 
 

18. Canticles or antiphonal hymns are hymns which are sung alternately are called 
A) ̈ ܸ ܵ ܪ ܿ ܼ   B) ܵ ܬ ܵ ܼ    ܙ

C) ܵ ܵ ̈ ̇   D) ܵ ܵ ̈ ܸ 
 
19. Who introduced okto echoes in Syriac music? 

A) Balai    B) SemunKookoyo   
 C) Bardaisan   D) Severus of Antioch 

 
20. Ephrem’s poems written in couplets of 7 + 7 syllables are called 

A) ܪ    B)   

C) ܬ    D)  
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21. literally means 
 A) Ladder    B) Voice  

C) Discourse   D) Instruction 
 

22. Each ---------- will be based on a particular syllabic pattern built up of smaller 
syllabic groupings.  

A) ܪ    B)   

C) ܬ    D)  
 

23. Madrashewere certainly sung and the titles of melodies called --------- are preserved 
but not the music itself.  
A) ܪ    B)   

C) ܬ    D)  
 

24. The great east Syrian scholar and poet Abdisho Bar Brika of Soba is a junior     
contemporary of ------ 

 A) Jacob of Serugh  B) Narsai  
C) Bar Hebraeus   D) Philoxenos of Mabbug 

 
25. MorJacob of Aphrahat was called 

A) ܪ    B)     
C)    D)   
 

26. In which hymns did Ephrem write about the incidents of the Persian war? 
A) Hymns against Arius  B) Hymns on Church  
C) CarminaNisibena  D) Hymns on Fasting  
 

27. Who is the author of the treatise on ‘Life of Mar Aphrem’? 
A) Zenobius B) Aba  C) Balai  D) None 
 

28. Who wrote an historical poem on the invasion of the Huns in 395? 
A) Balai  B) Marutha C) Cyrillona D) Ephrem 

 
29. Who is called ‘Tongue of the East’? 

A) Ephrem B) Narsai  C) Jacob  D) Balai 
 

30. In the third century, Simeon Bar Saba composed religious songs called ---------, 
which were inserted in the prayer book of the East Syrian Church. 
A) ̈ܬ  B) ̈ܬ  C) ̈ܬ
 D) ̈ܪ  

 
31. -------- acquired his epithet ‘of the Sedre’ for having composed numerous liturgical 

prayers called ‘sedre’. 
A) George  B) Gregory C) John  D) Joseph 
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32. -------- translated and brought the anaphora of Mar Theodore and Nestorious into 

East Syriac Liturgical tradition. 
A) Mar Awa   B) Mar IshoYahb 
C) Mar Timothy   D) Mar Simeon 
 

33. --------- is the greatest reformer in the East Syriac Liturgical tradition in the Church 
of the East 
A) Timothy I   B) Abdisho   
C) IshoYahb   D) Narsai 

 
34. In the anaphora of St. James, the key word used is -------- for epiclesis prayer. 

A)     B) ܬ   
C) ܪ     D) ܪ  

 
35. Who composed the canon versicles after the first verse of each mazmora? 

A) Mar  Awa   B) Simoen bar sabae  
C) IshoYahb   D) Mar Abraham 
 

36. The Syriac name for the three days lent is  
A) ܬ   B) ܕ ܬ    
C) ܬ ܕ ܨܘ (D   ܬ  
 

37. ------- contains the office for the all feasts of the liturgical year of the 
WestSyriactradition 
A) Shihmo   B) Thaksa  
C) Penqitho   D) Hudro 

 
38. ‘Hudra’ of the Church of the East was published from  

A) Pampakkuda   B) Mossul 
C) Urmia    D) Thrissur 

 
39. The Maronite church belongs to the liturgical family of 

A) West Syriac   B) East Syriac  
C) Latin    D) Greek 

 
40. -------- is called the period of Hellenisation. 
 A) 3rd&4th Centuries   B) 5th&6th Centuries 
 C) 13th Century   )D  20th Century 
 
41. --------- is the first systematic Syriac Grammarian among the West Syrians. 
 A) Jacob of Serug   B) Jacob of Edessa   
 C) Isaac of Edessa   D) St. Sahdona 
 
42. The decline of Syriac literature that began in the 7th century was due to 

A) Mongol invasion             B) Zorastrianism 
C) Internal conflicts            D) Arab invasion 
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43. The division of Syriac into east and west was completed by------ century A.D. 
 A) 4th  B) 9th  C) 1st  D) 5th 
 
44. Who is the least Hellenized Church Father? 

A) Aphrahat   B) Narsai  
C) Jacob    D) Theodore 
 

45. Which is the golden age of Syriac Literature? 
A) Up to 7th century  B) Arab period  
C) Up to 2nd century  D) After 10th century  

 
46. Where was the Persian school closed by Emperor Zeno situated?  

A) Nisibis    B) Selucia-Ctciphon 
C) Edessa    D) Alkosh 

 
47. ---------Syriac script was invented by Paul bar Arqa (Arqa of Edessa) at   the 

beginning of the third century.  
A) Estrangela   B) East 
C) Serto    D) West 

 
48. -------- was one of the important centres for Syriac literature in the Roman Empire. 

A) Selucia    B) Nisibis   
C) Edessa    D) Arbela 

 
49. Syriac is included in the--------- family of languages. 

A) Indo-European   B) Aryan   
C) Dravidian    D) Semitic  
 

50. The present west Syriac vowel system was devised by 
  A) Jacob of Serugh  B) Job of Edessa   

C) Jacob of Edessa       D) John of Sedre 
 
51. The mode of writing Arabic in Syriac characters 
  A) Appipa    B) Karson 

C) Estrangela   D) Thayaya 
 
52. In Syriac language these three letters are called mothers of learning 
A) ܝ ܘ ܐ    B) ܗ ܥ ܚ  
 C) ܨ ܪ ܫ     D)  ܡ ܢ ܠ  
 
53. The vowels used in the West Syriac are 

A) Combination of dots  B) Greek capital letters  
C) Hebrew vowels  D) Phoenician vowels 
 

54. The gutturals are 
A) ܐܗ  B)   C) ܕ D) ܫ  ܐ
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55. These three letters( ܘ ܝܐ  ) are called  

A) Strong letters   B) Weak letters   
C) Geminates    D) Gutturals 
 

56. The six letters that have sound variations are 
A)    B)ܘܠ   
C)     D)  
 

57. The dots used to distinguish words of the same letters but with differentmeaning 
are called  
A) ܸ ܘ ܵ ܸ ܪ ̈ ܼ  B) ܸ ̈ ܵ.  

C) ܵ ܵ ܼ   D) ܵ ܵ ̄ ܗ ܿ ܼ 
 

58. ----- is an orthographical specialty by which certain consonants are notpronounced 
A) Occultation      B) Substitution    
C) Assimilation      D) Metathesis 

 
59. The author of the book ‘The Book of Holy Hierotheos’ 

 A) Stephen Bar Sudhaili B) Michael Rabo  
      C) Babai, the Great  D) Shubhalamaran 
 

60. Prominent figure in East Syrian monastic tradition in the 8th century A.D. 
A) John of Sedre   B) John of Dalyatha 
 C) John Bar Penkaye  D) John of Dara 
 

61. The Syriac author who collected the Egyptian monastic texts into a singlevolume  
‘The Paradise of the Fathers’ in the 7th century. 

A) Evagrius   B) Isaac of Ninveh  
C) Ananisho   D) Bar Hebreaus 

 
62. The author of ‘Liber Graduum’ 

 A) Evagrius   B) Isaac of Ninveh  
C) Ananisho   D) Unknown                               

 
63. Unmarried men and women committed themselves to celibacy   

A) ̈ܕ    B) ̈ܘ  

C) ̈ܝ ̈   D)  ̈ܝ  

̈ܝ .64 are-------- people leading celibate life  
A) single  B) married C) unmarried D) none 

 
65. The period of protomonasticism is 

A) 3rd& 4th cent. B) 5th&6th cent. C) 7th&8th cent. D) 9th cent. 
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66. Bar Hebreaus’ contribution in the field of monastic literature is found inhis book 

 A) Ktobo d yawno  B) Ktobo d HewatHekamto  
 C) Ktobo d Boboto  D) Ktobo d TegratTegroto 
 

67. means 
 A) Single    B) Virgin  

C) Holy    D) Member 
 

68. A European classical spiritual work translated into Syriac 
 A) Paradise lost   B) Interior Castle  
 C) Spiritual Exercises   D) Imitation of Christ 
 
69. The number of acts in the Acts of Thomas  

A) 16    B) 9 
C) 14    D) 13 
 

70. The king of North India mentioned in the Acts of Thomas. 
A) Haban    B) Karish  
C) Mazdai   D) Gudnaphar 
 

71. According to the Acts of Thomas, where did Judas and Haban arrive toattend the 
wedding    feast? 
A) Sandaruk   B) Cranganore   
C) Palayoor   D) Niranam 

 
72. The Apostle Thomas’ mission to India is narrated in  

      A) Gospel of Thomas  B) Acts of Thomas  
C) Diatessaron   D) Old syriac gospels 

 
ܝ ܕܘ     .73   ܬܐܘ ܕ

A) ܙ ܓ ܇ ܬ    B) ܒ ܇ ܢ  
C)  ܗ ܇    D) ܚ ܇ ܐ  

 

74. What is the meaning of the ܰ ܐ ܳ  ܬ
 A) Twin    B) Single  

C) Doubtful   D) Dubious 
 

75. Acts of Thomas was translated into English in 1818 by 
A) Payne Smith   B) C.Moss   
C) Budge    D) W.Wright 
 

76. Famous Syriac writer on astronomy 
 A) Dadisho   B) Severus Sebokht 
 C) Gabriel of Qatar  D) Dashandad 
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77. The first known Syriac writer and philosopher who wrote ܽ ܳ̈ܶ 
ܐܬܪ ܰ ܳ̈ܕ ܬ ܳ ܘ ܰ ◌  

 A) Bardaisan B) Philip  C) Aristotle D) Ephrem 
 
78. Translation of Greek scientific, medical and philosophical writings into Syriac 

began in. 
A) 4th cent. B) 5th cent . C) 6th cent. D) 9th cent. 
 

79. The first Syriac author who paid serious attention to Greek philosophy 
A) Ibn al Tayyib   B) Ishobarnun   
 C) Abdisho   D) Sergius of Reshina 

 
80. The founder of a family of physicians in Abbasid capital Bagdad  

A) George Bakhtishu B) Al Mansour 
C) Anusharwan  D) Hippocrates 

 
81. The east Syrian bishop who brought Christianity to China in A.D.635. 

 A) Alopen    B) Yeshuyab   
 C) Yaballaha   D) Shubalamaran  

 
82. The importance of 1653 in the history of St.Thomas Christians of India 

 A) Synod of Diamper  B) Padrvado  
  C) Double jurisdiction  D) Coonan cross oath 

 
83. Thomas of Cana arrived in Kerala in 
 A) 453    B) 324 

C) 345    D) 543 
 
84. Who undertook ecumenical dialogue with Muslim Caliph? 
 A) Timothy I   B) Yaballaha 

C) Ishoyabh II   D) Yeshu Samuel 
 
85. Churches of Syriac heritage in Kerala are 

A) 5  B) 8  C) 6  D) 7 
 
86. Bilingual Chinese and Syriac monument of 781 is from ------- in China. 

A) Alopen  B) Sian  C) Peeking D)      Shanghai 
 
87. The Syriac people call the persecutions and massacres under Ottoman Turkey   

culminated in 1915 as the year of ------- 
 A) ܳ ܘ ܽ ܳ (B  ܪ ܳ ܽ  C) ܳ ܰ 

 D)  ܳ ܨ ܰ 
 
88. The council of Nicea was officially accepted by the Church of the East in 
 A) 410  B) 431  C) 451  D) 381 
 
89. The Syrian Orthodox Patriarch of Antioch instituted the Maphriante in 629 at 

Tagrit and appointed ------- as the first Maphrian.  



 
 

9 
 

 A) Barslibi   B) Bar Hebraeus 
 C) MurimattathilBava  D) Marutha 
 
90. In 18th and 19th centuries the Padroado bishops and Propaganda bishops  ruled: 
 A) Marthoma Syrian church B) MalankaraOthodox Syrian ChurchC)

 Syro Malabar church  D) Malankara Syrian Orthodox Church 
 
91. Panchathanthra stories in Syriac are known as 

A) Aesop’s fables   B) Bidpay  
C) Kalilah and dimnah  D) Budh 

 
92. The chronicle of -------- is a valuable source for the history of crusades 

A) John of Ephesus  B) Zacharias Rhetor 
C) Michael the great  D) Dionysius of Telmahre 

 
93. The ending ܺ  is commonly used to make a ------ form of nouns and adjectivesܐ

A) Adverb   B) Cognitive   
C) Accusative   D) Dative 

 
94. After the numerals which state of nouns is used? 

A) Emphatic   B) Construct  
C) Absolute   D) ablative 

 
95. --------- are dots, used to distinguish words of same letter but different meaning. 

A) Mhagyana   B) Nuqzeraurebhe  
C) Mbatlana   D) Marhtana 

 
96. --------- is the syriac term for the conjugation which is used to join together 

sentences, sometimes words. 
A)    B)        
C) ܐ   D)  

 
97. The verbs beginning with any one of these four ------- letters take the place ofܬof 

the prefix  when they are changed into the  passive voice.  
A) ܤ ܒ ܢ ܡ    B) ܪ ܬ ܥ ܦ   

C) ܟ ܝ ܘ ܐ    D) ܫ ܨ ܣ ܙ  
 
98. ̈ܶ ܳ ◌or ܽ̈ܶ indicate 

A) Hard sound  B) Plural  C) Soft sound D)Feminine 
 
99.   ܶ ܺ ܰ ܐܘ ܳ ܳ  isܬ

 A) 3066  B) 276  C) 366  D) 316 
 
 
100. is a dot placed above the letter to indicate 

 A) Hard pronunciation      B) Soft pronunciation      
 C) Feminine gender       D) Tense  
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101. The form of objective suffix for ‘her’ is 

 A) ܘܗܝ    B)      ܝ    

C)       ܗܝ    D)  ̇  ܗ
 
 

102. In Syriac ‘܀’indicates 
 A) Semi-colon   B) End of a stanza  

C) Coma    D) Lesser break 
 

ܕ ܙ .103 is 

 A) Present tense   B) Past tense  
 C) Future tense   D) Perfect tense 

 
104.  is    ܪ

A) 555    B) 222 
C) 234    D) 444 
 

105. The vowel is  ܵ ܼ -ܵ--- 

 A)      ܿ ܼ ◌    B)      ܵ ◌    

C)      ܸ ◌    D)       ܼ  ܝ
 
106. The syriac word for January is  
 A)   ܢ ܽ ܝ ܳ ܳ ܢ      (B    ܐ ܽ ܳ ܺ    

C)   ܺ ܶ ܺ ܬ    D)      ܺ ܶ ܝ ܬ ܳ ܐ  
 

107. The Old Testament Syriac translation from the Septuagint is known as  
A) Peshitta   B) Syro-Hexapla   
C) Philoxenian   D) Harklean 
 

108. The harmony of the four gospels known as Diatessaron is associated with 
A) Jerome    B) Justin the martyr  
C) Tatian    D) Mushe bar Kipho 
 

109. The old Syriac version of the New Testaments is known to us only fromtwo 
manuscripts. They are -------- 

 A) Aquilla and Symmachus B) Dead sea scrolls  
C) Codex Amrosianus  D) Curetonian and Sinaitic 

 
  is ܬ .110

A) Deutronomy   B) Exodus  
C) Genesis   D) Numbers 
 

111. For Syriac churches the authoritative form of Bible is 
 A) Septuagint   B) Peshitta  
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 C) Diatessaron   D) Vulgate 
 
112. Commentary on Diatessaron was written by   
 A) John of Apamea  B) John Chrysostom   
 C) Ephrem   D) Theodore bar Koni 
 
 
 
113. The first printed edition of the Syriac New Testament was published by 
 A) Edward Pococke  B) Thomas Erpenius  
 C) W. Wright   D) John     Windmanstetter 
 
114. The author of ‘Catalogue of Syriac Manuscripts in the British Museum’ is 
 A) William Wright  B) Cyril Moss  

 C) Sebastian Brock  D) Anton Baumstark 
 

115. ‘Catalogue of Syriac Printed Books and Related Literature’ is the work of 
 A) William Wright  B) Cyril Moss  

C) Sebastian Brock  D) Anton Baumstark 
 

116. The Indian Syriac writer who won the Aram prize 
A) Fr.AbrahamKonat  B) Dr. Jacob Thekkeparampil   
C) KurianKaniamparampil D) Mar Aprem Metropolitan  

 
117. From Beth Mardutho website at www.bethmardutho.org one candownload Syriac 

fonts called  
A) Unicode   B) Universe  
C) Masoretic   D) Meltho 

 
118. The research centre of M.G. University, Kottayam that awards M.A. andPh.D. in 

Sryiac language. 
A) ThrisaiShubho, Pampakkuda  

B) Old Seminary, Kottayam 
 C) M.S.O.T. Seminary ,Mulanthurthy   

D) SEERI, Kottayam 
 

119. Who is the author of ‘Syriac studies: A classified Bibliography’ 
A) Sebastian Brock  B) John Healy   
C) Paul Bedjan   D) Alain Desreumaux 
 

120. Name of the Institute that developed Syriac computer fonts 
A) SEERI    B) Beth Mardutho  
C) Araam    D) Oxford 
 

 

***************** 


